Houston County Commissioners Meeting

October 21, 2014

Warner Robins, Georgia

The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 21, 2014 at the Houston County Annex in Warner Robins, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners McMichael, Robinson, Walker and Thomson present.  Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar, Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews, Purchasing Director Mark Baker, Fire/HEMA Chief Jimmy Williams, Human Resources Director Ken Carter, Houston County 4-H Agent April Baggs, Houston County 4-H Program Assistant Vincent Thomas, Walton and Becky Wood, Chief Operating Officer of the 21st Century Partnership Chrissy Miner and Houston County Attorney Tom Hall.

Commissioner Walker led the audience in the Invocation.

Major Chris Marcella, United States Air Force (retired) led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance and then detailed his 27-year military career.  He served from 1986 until November of 2013 mostly in the communications field.  He earned his commission in 1999 and during his service has been stationed in California, Georgia, Mississippi, North Dakota, Utah, Delaware, Louisiana and Korea.  He also had deployments to Panama and Iraq.  Mr. Marcella remarked that upon returning to the U.S. after deployments he felt wonderful to be back on American soil and that the quality of life and the freedoms that we enjoy should not be taken for granted.  He was diagnosed with ALS in 2012 and retired soon thereafter.  Having served at Robins as the commander of the 55th Combat Communications Squadron previously, he and his family decided to return to Houston County after he retired.
Chairman Stalnaker recognized Scout Leader Craig Hoffman and five members of Boy Scout Troop #96 who were present at the meeting as part of their efforts to earn a merit badge.  Chairman Stalnaker explained the role of government to the boys and also their part as citizens.

Chairman Stalnaker presented a proclamation recognizing the Houston County Habitat for Humanity and declaring October as Affordable Housing Month.  Executive Director Jeff Abbott and Board Chair Rick Gingras, representing Habitat for Humanity, accepted the proclamation and briefed the Board on the work being done by the organization in the local community as well as world-wide.  The organization has helped 50 families in Houston County build and own their own home, as well as 40 additional homes around the world.
Chairman Stalnaker recognized Mr. Paul Shealy and Mr. Dave Razo of the Family Promise of Greater Houston County.  Mr. Shealy explained that the Family Promise is a non-profit, non-denominational organization which provides shelter, meals, and support services to families without homes through a network of local congregations.  They are in their second year and currently have four adults and eight children in the program.  Mr. Razo briefed the Board on their upcoming fund-raising event, ‘Car City – Putting the Brakes on Homelessness in our Community’, and challenged the members of the Board to participate or sponsor through pledges.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of October 7, 2014.
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Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve Special Exception Application #1795 as filed by Mr. Brian Gross per court order issued by Superior Court Judge Katherine Lumsden on October 8, 2014.
Chairman Stalnaker explained to Mr. Goss that he could obtain his business license at the Commissioner’s office in the morning.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve the signing of the Middle Georgia Clean Air Force pledge in support of the Middle Georgia Air Quality Action Plan.

Mr. Walker recognized former Chairman Ned Sanders for his work with the Coalition.  
Mr. McMichael also commented on the leadership that Mr. Sanders provides to the Middle Georgia Clean Air Coalition.
Chairman Stalnaker and Director of Administration Barry Holland presented a second reading and public hearing on proposed ordinance amendment – Grant Management.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.

There being no public comments, the meeting was continued.

Motion by Ms. Robinson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve an amendment to the Houston County Code of Ordinances (Financial Policies).  The Code of Ordinances, Houston County, Georgia, is hereby amended by adding Section 2-281 ‘Grant Management’ as attached.
Motion by Ms. Robinson, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign a resolution adopting the update to the Short Term Work Program component of the Joint Comprehensive Plan amending it to include the County’s Information Technology Strategic Plan. 
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve the payments of bills totaling $2,816,115.62.  
Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.
Mr. Virgil Lawson, former employee of the Houston County Sheriff Department, thanked the Board for their support during his 39 year career.

Tim Andrews, Chief Building Inspector, expressed his gratitude to the Board and other County employees for the thoughtful outpouring of condolences after the recent passing of his mother.

April Baggs, County Agent for 4-H, briefed the Board on the activities and events that the Extension Office has conducted during the past few months such as the 4-H Summer Camp and the Georgia National Fair competition.  She also distributed the Extension Office’s quarterly newsletter to each Board member.

There being no further public comments, the meeting was continued.

The Chairman then asked for comments from the Commissioners.

Mr. Walker praised the citizens and various organizations for the good work that they are doing in the community.
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Ms. Robinson commented that it is nice to hear about all the good things going on in our community.

Chairman Stalnaker brought up the issue of blight in Houston County and explained that he has received more complaints in the last thirty days than he has during the past couple of years.  He has personally visited many of these areas and commented that we (the County) can and will do better addressing these blighted properties.  Chairman Stalnaker stated that the government needs to be proactive in this matter and he is assembling a team of staff members to study our existing ordinances to determine whether changes could be made to improve the enforcement efforts.  He is not in favor of spending taxpayer’s dollars to clean up these properties.  Instead he believes the County needs to force the property owners to do it themselves.  Each of the Commissioners pledged their support in these efforts.
Mr. Ansel Peck, 109 Latham Drive, Warner Robins supported the Board’s efforts in fighting blight which he felt has become a national issue.  He also urged everyone to exercise their right to vote in the upcoming November 4th election.

Cherry Horton, 103 Lamar Drive, Bonaire stated that she would like to get email addresses for code enforcement and County staff so that she may submit by email any code violations that she sees in the community.  Chairman Stalnaker stated that he would make sure that she had an email contact within the County.

There being no further comments, the meeting was continued.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker  and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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